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I'naBa 1

Korﬂa Mepu JIeHHOKC TpUCIaau XWUTb K OsAe,
B MuccenbTysiiT-M3HOp, Bce TOBOPWIM, YTO OHA
caMBIil HEPUSTHBIA peOeHOK, KAKOTO UM KOTaa-Inoo
NPUXOAUIOCH BUJIETh. DTO ObLIa TIpaBaa. ¥ Hee ObLIO
MaJIeHbKOE Xy/I0€ JIUIO0 U MaJileHbKoe Xyaoe Tejo. Bo-
JIOCHI y Hee ObLIN Oe/IOKypbIe, KUIKUE, a JIUIIO0, C BEUHO
KMCJIBIM BBIpaXXEHHEM, KEJITOe, IIOTOMY YTO OHA POIM-
Jach B UHAMM M BEYHO XBOpajia TO TeM, TO APYTHUM.

OrTell ee cOCTOSUT Ha CIIYyXKO€ y aHTJIMICKOTO TIpa-
BUTEJILCTBA, BCeraa ObIBaj OYEHb 3aHST U TOXE 4acTo
XBOpaJj, a MaTh ee Obljla KpacaBullia, KOTopas Jro0uia
TOJILKO OBIBaTh B TOCTSX 1 BECEJIMTHCS B KPYTY BECEIbIX
moneit. Eif BoBce He Hy:KeH ObLI peOeHOK, 1, KOTIa po-
aunack Mepu, oHa MopydyuJia yxoi 3a Helo Ty3eMHOM
Cly>KaHKe, WU aild, KOTOPOM Jajii MOHSTh, YTO €CIIU
OHa XeJlaeT yroauTh MeM-canb!, To pebeHOK He JOJKEH
nomnagaThCA eil Ha TJia3a.

Mepu He moMHMIIa, YTOOBI KOTIa-auoo Buaesa 0am3-
KO YTO-HMOYAb, KPOME CMYIVIOTO JIMLIA CBOCH aild uiu
IPYyTUX TY3eMHBIX CJIYT; a TaK KaK BCe OHU Bceraa Io-
BUHOBAJIMCh €11 M O3BOJISLIN €l IeJIaTh BCE MO0-CBOEMY,

I'Tak Ha3pIBalOT B THIMY OEJIBIX XKEHILMH.
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MOTOMY YTO MEM-Caud MOIJIa pacCepaUTHCS, ECJIU ObI €€
00ecImoKomI KpUK pedeHKa, TO IIeCTH JIET OT poay Mepu
Obl1a BeJIMYaidleit SrouCTKOU U TUpaHKOA.

Mononasi ryBepHaHTKa-aHIVIMYaHKA, KOTOPYIO B3sI-
JIM, YTOOBI HAYyYUTh Mepu 4yMTaTh W MUCaTh, TaK HE-
B3/II00MJIa €e, YTO 4yepe3 TpU Mecslla oTKasajach OT
MECTa, a KOrja SIBJISUINCH APyTrue TyBepHAHTKU, TO OHU
YXOOWJIM 4yepe3 ellle 0oyiee KOPOTKOE BpeMsl, YeM Mep-
Basi. M eciiu 661 Mepu camoii He 3aX0TeJIOCh BBIYUYUThCS
YUTaTh U IMCaTh, TO OHA HUKOTAA HE MMeJia Obl BO3MOX-
HOCTU HayuyMThCs Jaxe a30yKe.

B onHoO cTpalirHo xXapKoe yTpo — €l Toraa ObLIO yxKe
OKOJIO JIEBSITH JIET — OHa TMPOCHYJIaCh OCOOEHHO 3J1asl
W pa3037WiIach elle OoJbllle, KOraa yBuaeaa, YTo CIIy-
>KaHKa, CTOsIBILIAsI BO3JIE €€ IIOCTEIM, ObLla He ee aiio.

— 3aueM THI Opullia? — cKazaja OHa YyXKOi XKeH-
muHe. — S He Mmo3BoJio Tedbe ocTarhbes TYT. Ilpuiiu
MHE MOIO aii3!

V XeHIUHBI ObUT UCIIYTAaHHBIN BUJI, U OHA MPOOOP-
MoOTaja, 9TO aif? He MOXET ITPUIATH, a Korna Mepu B He-
HWCTOBCTBE CTaja OMTb U TOJKATh €€, OHA TOJbKO MCITY-
rajiachb elie 60Jibllie ¥ MOBTOPHUA, YTO aild HEBO3MOXKHO
MPUITU K MUCCH cauo.

B 310 yTpO B camMmoM BO31yxe TOUHO HOCUJIOCH UTO-TO
TauHCTBeHHOe. Hudero He nmejtany OOBIYHBIM MOPSI-
KOM, M HEKOTOPBIX U3 TY3€MHBIX CIyT BOBCE HE OBLIO
BUIHO, a T€, KOTOPBIX Mepu Buaeaa, IBUTAIUCh TOPO-
IUIMBO WM YKPAIKOii, C 0JIeAHO-CEePhIMU UCITyTAHHBIMU
JunaMu. Ho el HUKTO HU4Yero He TOBOPUJI, 1 €€ aiia BCe
He SIBJISIaCh.

YTpo npoxoaunao; CKopo oHa OcTajiachb COBCEM O/IHA,
HaKOHeIl BHIIILUIA B ca M cTaja UrpaTh TOXE OQHA MO
JIiepeBoM, OKoJIo BepaHabl. OHa neiajga BUI, 4TO yCcTpa-
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MBaeT LBETOYHYIO KIyMOy, M BThIKaJia OOJIBbIINE SIPKO-
aJible LIBEThl B MaJIeCHbKME KYYKM 3eMJIM, BCE OOJIbIIIe
U OoJibllie pa3apazkasich 1 bopMoya cede moa HOC Bce
TO, YTO coOupaiach cKa3aThb cauiu, Bce Te OpaHHbIE
CJI0Ba, KOTOPBIMHU coOMpajach 0003BaTh €¢, KOrjaa oHa
BEpHETCS.

— Csunbst! CBunbsa! CBuHOe oTpoabe! — ToBopuMia
OHa, ITOTOMY YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMIla CBUHbEI — 3TO camoe
XyJilliee OCKOpOJIeHUE.

OnHa ckpexeTaya 3ydaMu, TIOBTOPsIst 3Ty ¢pa3y, Korna
yCIbllliajia, 4YTO Ha BEpaH/y BhbIIILIA €€ MaTh eIlle C KeM-
TO. DTO ObLI OEJOKYPHIIA MOJIOON YeloBeK, U 00a OHU
CTOSUIM ¥ TOBOPWJIN KaKMMH-TO CTPAHHBIMU TUXUMU
TOJIOCAMU.

Mepu 3Hana 6e10Kyporo MoJog0ro 4ejaoBeKka, Io-
XOKEero Ha Majb4uMKa; OHa CJIbIIAja, YTO OH ObUT OYEHb
MOJIOION oduliep, KOTOPBI HEJaBHO Mpuexal u3 AH-
TJIMN.

JleBouka risimesia Ha HUX 000uX, HO OoJiee IpucTaib-
HO IJIsiFiesia Ha CBOIO MaTb.

OHa Bceraa 3To Jenaiia, KOTaa TOJAbKO MPeACTaBIsLICs
CIy4Jaii BUIIETh €€, TIOTOMY YTO MeM-cand — Mepu 4acTo
3Bajla €6 MMEHHO TaK, a He MHaYe — Oblja TaKasi BBICO-
Kasi, CTpOiiHasl, KpacuBasl JamMa 1 HOCUJIA IIPEeJIeCTHBIC
Hapsiabl. Y Hee ObUIM BOJOCHI, KAK BOJHUCTHIN IIEJIK,
KPacuBBI MAJIEHBKUI HOC, TPE3PUTEIBbHO B3IEPHYTHIN,
u OoJblIMe cMerolrecs ria3a. Ogexna ee Bcerma obuia
JIeTKasl 1 pa3BeBarollasicsl U, Kak BbIpaxajaach Mepu,
«TIOJTHA KPYKEB».

B 310 yTpO Ha Heil Ob110 OOJIbIIIE KPY:KEB, YEM BCET-
Jia, HO TJla3a ee HE CMESUTUCh; OHU OBbLIM TaKue OOJIbILINE
Y UCITyTaHHbIC U YMOJISIOIIE MISIACIU B JIMLIO MOJIOIOTO
Oeokyporo oduiiepa.
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— Heyxenu neno Tak minoxo? Heyxxenu? — ychblia-
1a Mepm ee BorIpoc.

— ¥YxacHo! — apoxXallluM IoJIOCOM OTBETHJI MOJIO-
JIOM 4ea0BeK. — YxKacHo, muccuc JlenHHokc! Bl gomk-
HBI OBLIM YEXaThb B TOPHI ABE HEAEIN TOMY Ha3all.

Mewm-caunb crana JoMaTh pyKH.

— O, g 3Ha1, 4TO AOJIKHA ObLIa caeaaTh 3To! —
BOCKJIMKHYJa OHa. — f ocTajach TOJbKO OJs TOTO,
4TOOBI MOWTK Ha BTOT TJyIbIK 3BaHbI 00en! Kak
s Oblna raymnal

B 3Ty MUHYTY 13 TIOMEIIEHUS CIAYT pa3fancsd TaKOu
TPOMKMIA BOILIb, YTO OHA YXBAaTUJIACh 32 PYKY MOJIOJIOTO
yesjoBeka, a Mepu 3ajapokaja ¢ rojioBsl 10 HOT. Borib
CTaHOBWJICS BCe 00JIee TUKVM.

— Yro 310? YTO 3T0? — mpourenTtana Mmuccuc JleH-
HOKC.

— KrTt0-TO yMep, — oTBeTUI MoaoAON oduliiep. —
Brl He roBOpMIIM, YTO 0OJIE3HB MOSBUIIACH CPEAY BaIlIUX
cayr!

— 4 He 3Hanma! — BOCKJIMKHYyJa MeM-caub. —
O, noitneMTe cO MHOI, MOMAEMTE CO MHO!

OnHa noBepHyJach 1 yoexasa B JI0M.

ITocie aToro HacTyIUIJIO HEUTO yxKacalollee, U Mepu
CTajio SICHO, MOYeMY 3TO YTPO ObLJIO TaKOe TAUHCTBEH-
HOE.

ITosiBUack xXojiepa B caMoil TsikeJiol opMe, U JTI0-
M YMUPAIN, KaK MyXu. Ails 3a00j€/1a HOUbIO, 1 CIYTH
BOIIWJIM B CBOMX XMXKMHAX, [IOTOMY UTO OHa TOJIBKO YTO
yMepiaa. Houblo yMepiau ele Tpoe CIyr, a OCTaJIbHbIE
B yXKace 0exanu. Bcioay mapria maHuka, 1 Bo BceX OyH-
rajgo ObLTM YMUPAIOIIHE.

Ha cnenyoiiuii 1eHb, BO BpeMsl TPEBOTU U CMSITE-
Hus, Mepu cipsTanach B I€TCKOM, U BCE 3a0bUTH O HEWA.
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HukTo He myman o Heil, HUKOMY OHa He ObLla HyXHa,
1 BOKPYT MPOUCXOAUJIO HEYTO CTPAaHHOE, O YeM OHA He
uMeJsia MOHSTHS.

Yacel npoxoaunu, 1 Mepu norepeMeHHO TO CIialia,
To miakaga. OHa 3Hajua TOJbKO, YTO JIIOAU XBOPAJIH,
U CJIBIIIAJIA TAMHCTBEHHBIC W IYTaBIINE €€ 3BYKMU.

Pa3 oHa nmpokpajach B CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOpasl oka3a-
JIach ITyCTOM, XOTS Ha CTOJIE CTOSI HETOKOHYEHHBIMI
00em; CTyJIbs M TapeJKU MMEIU TaKoi BUI, KaK OyITO
MX MOCIICIIHO OTOABUHYJU B CTOPOHY, KOTIa JIIOIU IO
KaKOM-TO IIpUYMHE BHE3AITHO MOIHSUIMCH M3-3a CTOJIA.

Mepu nioena GpyKTOB U cyXapeil U, YyBCTBYS CUJIb-
HYIO KXy, BBININJIA CTOSIBIIMI HA CTOJIE CTaKaH BU-
Ha. OHoO ObLIO clagKoe, HO AeBOYKA HE MoAo3peBala,
YTO OHO OY€Hb KpemnKkoe. Ee ckopo Havyajio KJIOHUTb KO
CHY, ¥ OHA MOollJia 00paTHO B IETCKYIO U OMATH 3aIep-
Jlach TaM, UCIIyraHHasi KpUKaMM, KOTOPbIe HECIUCh U3
XMKMH, U 3ByKaMU TOPOIUIMBBIX 11aroB. BuHo HarHa-
JIO Ha Hee TaKOil COH, YTO IJla3a €€ 3aKPbUIMCh IIOMU-
MO €€ BOJIM; OHa Jierja Ha MOCTeIb U TOYHO IoTepsiyia
CO3HaHUE.

OueHb MHOTOE MPOMU3OIILIO 3a T€ JAOJTUE Yachl, UTO
OHA CITajla TAKUM TSDKEJIBIM CHOM, U €€ He pa30yauian HU
BOILIM, HU IIIyM B OYHTajo, TJe YTO-TO BHOCUJIM U BBI-
HOCUJIU.

Korna oHa mpocHynach, To MpojoyKaiia jexaTb He-
MOJABUXKHO, MPUCTAILHO IS4 Ha cTeHy. B mome Obuta
HoJHelIas TUIIMHA; OHA He ITOMHMJIA, YTOOBI KOraa-
nubo mpexnae B HeM Hapuiio Takoe 6e3monBue. OHa He
CJIBIIIIAIa HY TOJIOCOB, HY 1IArOB U IyMajia O TOM, BCe JIU
YK€ BBI3IOPOBEIM OT XOJIEphl U IIpoIiuia iu Oexa.

Hymana oHa 1 0 TOM, KTO TeIlepb OyIeT yXaxXuBaTh 3a
Helo, Befdb ee aiid ymepsa! BeposaTHo, OyneT HoBas aiia,
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1 OHA, OBITb MOXET, OYyIET paccKa3bIBaTh HOBBIE CKA3KMU;
cTapble CKa3KU yxKe JOCTaTOUYHO Hamoeln Mepu.

Ona He 1J1aKaja o TOM, 4YTo yMepJa ee HaHbka. OHa
He ObLIa JIIOOSIIUM peOSHKOM M HUKOIAa HUA K KOMY He
ObL1a 0OCOOEHHO MPUBSI3aHa.

IIIyM, GeroTHs1, BOIUIA IO YMEPIIUM OT XOJIepbl —
BCE 3TO UCITyTajo ee, U, KpoMe TOro, OHa Oblla OYeHb
cepauTa, IIOTOMY YTO HUKTO He BCIIOMHMII, YTO OHA XU~
Ba. Bce Tak 06e3ymenu oT yXkaca, YTO HUKTO He ToAyMaJl
0 IEBOUKE, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE JTI00WJL.

Korna monu 3adoseBaiu XoJaepoit, OHU, Ka3aaocCh,
He MOIJIM IyMaTh HU O KOM, KpoMe cedst camux. Ho ec-
JI BCE OITSITh BBI3AOPOBEIIM, TO, KOHEUHO, KTO-HUOYIb
JIOJDKeH ObLT BCIOMHUTH O HEil ¥ OTHICKATh €.

Ho HukTO He mpuXOaWI, M OHA BCE JexKalla M XKIa-
Jla, ¥ B IOM€, Ka3aJ10Ch, CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TUILIE U TUIIIE.
OHa ycbilajga KaKkoi-To IopoX Ha LIMHOBKE U KOIIa
B3TJIIHYJIa Ha T0JI, TO YBUIEJa MaJleHbKYI0 3MEIKY,
CKOJIB3UBIIYIO I10 TTOIY U TJISAEBIIYIO HA HEe IOXOXUMU
Ha IparoleHHbIe KAMHU IJIa3aMM.

Mepu He ucnyrajach: 3TO ObIJIO Oe3BpeIHOE Ma-
JIEHbKOE CYIIIECTBO, KOTOPOE HUYETO HE MOIJIO el clie-
JaTh. 3MeliKa, Ka3anoch, TOPOIIMIACh BEIOpAThCS U3
KOMHAaThl, 1 Mepu Buaena, Kak OHa CKOJb3HYJa IO
JIBEPb.

— Kak crpanno u tuxo! — ckazana Mepu. — Kak
OyATO B JOME HUKOTO HET, KpOME MEHS Ja 3MEMKM.

ITouTtu B Ty XXe MUHYTY OHa YyCJbIxaja Ilaru B camy,
a IOTOM Ha BepaHjie. DTO ObUIM MYXCKUE I1ary; My>K4u-
HbI BOLIJIM B IOM U O YeM-TO TUXO 3aroBopwin. Hukro
He BBIIIE]I UM HaBCTpPedy, HUKTO HE 3arOBOPUII C HU-
MU; OHM, Ka3aJ0Ch, OTKPBIBAJIA ABEPU U 3arJISIAbIBAIN
B KOMHATHI.
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— Kakoe omnycromenue! — ckasaja OIMH roJjioc. —
M sta KpacuBas XeHIIUHA... 1a U PeOSHOK, S IyMalo,
Toxke! S crabiian, 4yTo ObL1 pedeHOK, XOTSI €r0 HUKTO
HUKOTIA HE BUIEIL.

Kornma oHM HECKOJBKO MMHYT CITYCTSI OTKpPbI-
I IBepb, Mepu crosiia Iocpeau NeTCKOM, HeKpacu-
Bas U 3J1as, HAXMypUB OpPOBH, MMOTOMY YTO ObLia ro-
JIONHA M YYBCTBOBajia ce0sl KaK-TO ITO30PHO 3a0po-
IIEHHOM.

[lepBbiii yea0BEK, BOLICAIINI B KOMHATY, ObLT BBICO-
Kuii opuiiep, Koroporo Mepu ogHaXXIbl BUAena y CBOe-
ro oTua. ¥ Hero ObUT YCTalblii 1 03a00YEHHbBIN BUJI, HO,
Korma OH YBHUJEI €€, OH ObUI TaK IOpaXkeH, YTO YyTh He
OTCKOYMJI Ha3al.

— bapueit! — kpuknyn oH. — 31ech pedeHoK! Pe-
oeHoK, onuH! B TakoM Mecte! boxe Moii, 71a KTO OHa
Takas?

— 41 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — YOIIOpHO cKa3ajia IeBOYKa,
BBIIPSIMJISISICH BO BeCh POCT. YeI0BeK 3TOT IToKa3alics eii
OYEHB IpyOBIM, ITOTOMY UTO Ha3BaJl JOM €€ OTIIa «TaKUM
MmecToM». — Sl ycHyna, Korjga Bce ObUTA OOJIbHBI XOJie-
poOi1, ¥ TOJIBKO YTO MPOCHYAACh. OTYETO0 HUKTO HE MPH-
XOIUT?

— BDT0 TOT pebeHOK, KOTOPOI0 HUKTO HMKOTIA He
BUaes! — BOCKJIMKHYJ opuliep, odpalasicb K CBOeEMY
cryTHUKY. — O Helt Ha caMoM jieJie Bce 3a0butn!

— Ilouemy 000 MHe 3a0buM? — cripocuiia Mepn,
tomnas Horoii. — [TouyeMy HUKTO He IPUXOAUT?

Mornonoii yesnoBeK, KOToporo 3Bajin bapHeii, rpyct-
HO IIOCMOTpe Ha Hee. Mepu 1axe moKa3alloch, YTO OH
MWTHYJ TJla3aM1, TOYHO CMaX/UBasl CJIe3y.

— bennas kpomka! — ckazan oH. — Hekomy
MPUIATU: HUKOTO HE OCTAJIOCh.

e 11 3=



TakuM cTpaHHBIM U HEOXUJAaHHBIM 00pazoM Mepu
y3HaJa, YTO y Hee He OCTaJIOCh HU OT1ia, HU MaTepu, YTO
OHU YMEPJIX U OB YBE3EHBI HOUBIO 1 UTO T€ Ty3€MHbBIE
CIIyTY, KOTOPbIE OCTAIMCH B XKMBBIX, IIOCIICIIIHO TOKMHY-
JIV IOM ¥ HUKTO W3 HUX JaXXK€ HE BCOIOMHWII, YTO Y HUX
Ob11a Muccu-cano. ITo3ToMy-TO B JOMe OBIJIO TaK TUXO;
B HEM JIEHICTBUTEILHO HUKOTO OOJIbIIE HE OBLIO, KpOME
caMoii Mepu 1a MaJleHbKOM 3MENKM.

I'iaBa 11

Mepu nro0uIa U3naau INISAeTh Ha CBOIO MaTh U CUM-
Tajia ee OUYeHb KPAaCHBOI1; HO TaK KaK OHa OYeHb MaJjio
3Haja ee, TO €[Ba JIM MOXHO OBLIO OXUAAaThb, YTO OHA
OyzeT ToCKOBaTh IO Hell, KOrna ee He CTaHeT.

OHa HMYYTh HE TOCKOBAJIa 110 HEell M TaK KaK Bcerma
ObL1a yriayojeHa B caMoe ce0sl, TO €€ IIOMBICIIBL U Te-
nepb, Kak 0OBIKHOBEHHO, OBLIM COCPEIOTOYEHBI Ha Ce-
6e camoii. Bynb oHa cTapiie, oHa Obl, BEpOSITHO, OUEeHb
OeCIToKOMJIach MPU MBICJIM, YTO OCTajJach COBCEM OfHA
Ha CBeTe, HO OHa ellle OblJIa 0YeHb MaJjla, U TaK KaK O Hel
Bcerma 3a00TUJINCh, TO MpeAroarajia, 4To 3TO BCerma
OyJer Tax.

Jlymasna oHa TOJIbKO O TOM, TIOTaJeT J1 OHa K XOpO-
LM JIIOJIM, KOTOpEIE OyAyT ¢ Heli 00pallaThCs BEXKIM -
BO M BO BCEM YCTYIIaTh €1, KaK 3TO [eJiajia €€ aiid U Apy-
Tue Ty3eMHbIE CJy>KaHKU.

Mepu 3Hana, YTO He OCTAaHETCSI HaBCEerIa B JOME aH-
[JIMICKOTO CBSIIEHHUKA, Ky/a €€ B3sUIU B IIEPBOE BpeMsl.
Ei1 He xoTe0ch ocTaBaThCs TaM. AHITIMACKUIA CBSIIEH-
HUK ObLI OeJeH, U Y HEro ObLIO IATEPO AeTel, YyTh JIU
HE OJHOJIETOK, KOTOPbIE XOIWIN B JIOXMOThSIX, BCErIa
CCOPMJIACH M TaCKaJIM UTPYIIKU APYT y Apyra. Mepu He-
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HaBHIEJa UX HEONPSITHBIM TOM M TaK AypHO oOpalia-
JIaCh C HUMHM, YTO Yepe3 IBa THS HUKTO He XOTeJI UrpaTh
C HEIO.

— Tebs oTOLLTIOT JOMOI1 Uepe3 HeAe0, — CKasall
el ogHaxXnpl baswnb, MaIbYMK MacTopa, ¢ JEP3KUMU
rojayobIMU TJla3aMU U B3OEPHYTHIM HOCOM, KOTOPOIO
Mepu HeHaBHuIena. — MBI BCe OYeHb palibl 3TOMY.

— M g Toxe paga, — orBeTuiaa Mepu. — A rue 310
TaKO€ «IOMOiI»?

— OHa He 3HaeT, Iae 3T0? — IMpPe3pUTENbHO CKa3all
cemuieTHnii ba3unb. — 9310, KoHeuHo, AHrmsa. Hamra
0alyIlKa >XMBET TaM, ¥ B IIPOLIJIOM I'ony TyAa HOCaIn
cectpy MabGeinb. A ThI moeaeib He K 0a0yIke; y Te0s
ee HeT. ThI Imoeaelnb K CBOeMY JISIIe; €ro 30ByT MUCTEP
Apunbanbn KpapeH.

— 1 HEKoOTrDa mpo HETo He CibIXajla, — OrPhI3HYJIACH
Mepmn.

— 4 3Haro, 4TO HE cibIXaja, — OTBeTWI ba3wmib, —
Thl HAYETO He 3Haelllb. JIeBOuKr 0OBIKHOBEHHO HUYETO
He 3HaloT. 4 ciblinai, Kak rmana 1 Mama roBOPUJIY Mpo
Hero. OH XUBET B TPOMagHOM 3a0POILIEHHOM CTapOM
IoMe B JIEpeBHE, M HUKTO K HeMy He xomuT. OH Ta-
KOl cepauThIli, YTO HUKOTO K cebe He MyCKaeT, a ec-
JI OBl ¥ IIyCTUJI, TO HUKTO OBl He mpuiiena. OH ropOyH
W CTPaILIHBIN-CTPallHbINA.

— Sl Tebe He Beplo, — cKa3ana Mepu, OTBEpHYBILUCH
OT HETO U 3aThIKas YU MaJIblIaMU, IOTOMY UTO HE XOTe-
Jia 0OJIbIIIe CIIYIIATh.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku o4eHb MHOTO AyMajia 00 3TOM;
a xorma muccuc Kpoydopna B TOT XXe Beuep cKasaja
€i, 4TO Yyepe3 HECKOIBKO THEW OHA MOeaeT B AHTJINIO
K cBoeMy nsmae, Mmuctepy KpaBeHy, KOTOpPBIM XKW1
B MuccenbryaiiT-MaHOpe, y Hee ObLI TAKOM YIIPSIMO-
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PaBHOIYIIHBIA, TOYHO OKAMEHEJbIA BUI, ITO3TOMY
OHU He 3HaJu, YTO O Hell U moayMaTh. OHU NBITAIUCH
npuIackaTh €€, HO OHa OTBEPHYJIach, KOTIa MUCCUC
Kpoydopn xorena mouenoBaTh €€, 1 YOIIOPHO BbI-
npsaMuiachk, korma Muctep Kpoydopa morpenain ee mo
Iieyvy.

— OmnHa Tako# HeKpacuBBIii peOEHOK, — cKasajia
nocJjie 3Toro muccuc Kpoydopa ToHOM coxaleHUus . —
A MaThb ee OblIa Tak KpacuBa! M1 MaHepHl y Hee ObLIN
Takue MUIble, a Mepu caMblii HENPUSITHBIA PEOSHOK,
KOTOPOTrO § KoTAa-a1ubo Buaena.

— DBEITh MOXeT, eciiu Obl €e MaTh MoYallle MOSBISI-
JIach B IETCKOM, CO CBOMM KPacHUBbIM JIMLIOM Y MUJIBIMU
MaHepaMu, Mepu Toxe Moria Obl IEPEHSITh 3T MaHe-
phlL. ['pycTHO Teneps BcnoMUHAaTh, Koraa 6eaHast Kpaca-
BUIIA YXX€ YMepJia, O4eHb MHOTHE BOBCE HE 3HAJIU, YTO
y Hee OBbLT peOeHOK!

— OmHa, KaxeTcsl, HUKOTAa He B3IJIsIHYJIa Ha Hee, —
B3noxHyna muccuc Kpoydopn. — Korna ee aits ymepia,
HUKTO U He BCIOMHUJI 0 Kpolike. [Togymaii TonbKo: Bce
CIIyTU pa30exaluch U OCTAaBWIU €€ OIHY B IIyCTOM HO-
Mme. [TonkoBHUK Mak-I'pro ToBopus MHE, 4TO OBLT MO-
paxXeH, KOraa OTBOPWJI ABEPh U YBUIEI €€ COBEPIIECHHO
OJIHY TOoCpear KOMHATHI.

Bo Bpems ponroro nepeesnga B AHIvo Mepu Ha-
XOIUJIAach MOJ MPUCMOTPOM XEHBbI OAHOTO odullepa,
KOoTopas Be3jia Tyda CBOUX NETEi, YTOOBI ITOMECTUTh
ux B IMaHCcHoH. OHa ObLIa OYeHb 3aHSATa COOCTBEHHBI-
MU OETBMM M OYEHb pamdoBajliach, Korma cmajga Mepu
XeHIInHe, KoTopyto muctep KpaseH Boician B JIoHToH
BCTPETUTH €€.

KeHIilHa 3Ta clyXujia 5KOHOMKOIX B MuUcCceNbTy-
aT-M3Hope, u 3Banu ee Muccuc Menjok. OHa ObLIa
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OYEHb MOJHAsSI, C PyMSHBIMHU IIEKaMU U 30pKUMU Yep-
HBIMHU TJIa3aMU.

OHa o4eHb He MoHpaBWIach Mepu; HO Tak Kak Mepu
pPeAKO KTO-IM00 HPaBUJICS, TO B 3TOM He OBbLIO HUYETO
YIUBUTEIBHOIO; KPOME TOTO, OBLIIO OYEBUAHO, YTO MUC-
cuc MemIoK Toxe HEBBICOKOIO MHEHMSI O J€BOUKE.

— Dkas oHa HeKpacuBast! — ckKaszaja oHa. — A MBI
Belb CJBIIIAIN, YTO € MaTh ObLIa KpacaBuilia. OHa, Kak
BUIHO, KpacCOTHI-TO €ii B HACJIEACTBO HE OCTaBWJIA, HE
TaK Jiu?

— OmHa, OBITh MOXET, IIEPEMEHUTCSI, KOT/Ia IToapac-
TEeT, — JOOpPOAYIIHO cKa3ajia xeHa opuliepa. — Eciau
OBl OHa He ObLIa TaKas KeJITasi U BhIpaXKeHUE JIUlIa ee
OBbLJIO ObI MOJTACKOBEN! A 4epThl JTMlia Y HEe XOPOIlHe.
Jletn Begb TaK MEHSIOTCS!

— Eii npunercs n3MeHUTHCS BO MHOTOM, — OTBETH-
Jia Muccuc Menjok. — A B MucceNbTy2iiTe HET HUYETO
TaKoOTO, YTO MOIJIO ObI MIBMEHUTH pebEeHKA K JIy4IIEMY,
€CJIM BBI CITPOCUTE MEeHS!

O06e oHM nymMainu, yTo Mepu He CyIIaeT, IOTOMY U4TO
OHa CTOslJIa HECKOJIBKO M001aJIb, Y OKHA OTeJIs, Ilie OHU
ocraHoBmWIMCh. OHa cMOTpeJIa Ha IIPOXOXKMX, Ha TIPO-
€3aBIle OMHUOYCHI X K30bI, HO CJIbIIIIAJa BECh pa3ro-
BOD; B HEI MPOCHYJIOCH JIIOOOIBITCTBO 110 OTHOIIIEHUIO
K Os1€ U €0 XXKuauiny. YTo 3To ObLI 32 TOM M Ha 4TO OH
061 moxoxk? Yto Takoe ropOyH? OHa HUKOTIA He BUAA-
Jila ropOyHa; ObITb MOXeET, uX B UHAMM BOBCE He OBbLIO.

C Tex Iop KaK OHa CTaJjia XXUTb B UyKMX JOMax U y Hee
He OBLIO aifd, OHa cTajla YyBCTBOBATh CE0s1 OOUMHOKOIM,
U B TOJIOBY €l IPUXOIWIN CTpaHHbIE, COBEPIIIEHHO HO-
BBIC JIJISI Hee MBICTIH.

OHa gymajia o TOM, IOYEMY 3TO OHa Bceraa ObLia
«HUYbS», JaXe KOraa ee oTel U MaTh ObUIY >KUBHIL. JIpy-
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