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[naBa 1

LIyObIBasi KapMaHBl MepTBela,
A>KeHHCeH AarreT HaTKHyAACh Ha
TO, Yero HUKaK He OXKMAAaAa HAUTH
3aech. [IInpoKo pacKphIB raa3a, OHa 03aAaueH-
HO CMOTpeAa Ha YeTKUe IleuaTHble OYKBBI, U
XOAOAHBIN BeTep IIeBEANA ee BOAOCHL. ByMask-
HBIA AMCTOK CAOKUAU ABa>XKABI, TPEBPATUB B
MaAeHBbKUN aKKypaTHBIM KBAaApPATUK. AJKeHH-
CeH 3a’KMYpHUAACh, CAOBHO HapesAach, 4ToO,
IIOKa OHa He BUAUT OyMary, CAOBa HMCUE3HYT,
IOAO0GHO HOUHOMY IIpu3paky. Ho oHu ocrasa-
AMCH Ha MecTe, pa3bopumnBhLIe U peaAbHEIE.

Xorsa AKeHHCEH U 3HaAQ, YTO MBICAb 3Ta
TAyTa, €M IIOKa3aAoCh, YTO MEPTBHIM COAAAT
HaOAIOpaeT 3a ee AedicTBusMU. He nposBasas
BHeIITHe CBOMX 3MOIIMY, OHa YKPAAKOM B3TAL-
HyAQ B €ro raasa. OHU OBIAU TYCKABIMU U He-
MMOABUXKHBIMHU. ['OBOPSAT, MOKOWHUKU BBHITAS-
AT, KaK CISIIHe. DTOT He OLIA ITIOX0JK Ha CIIS-
utero. Ero 6aepHBIe I'yOBl OBIAM IIAOTHO CXKa-
TBI, AWII0 — KaK BOCKOBoOe. Ha moryuel mee
6arpoBeAo ISTHO.

Kouneuno, o He HabAIoAaA 3a Her. OH BO-
o0111e HU 3a KeM Tellepb He HabAtopaa. Ho mo-
CKOABKY I'OAOBA €ro OblAa IOBEPHYTA B CTOPO-
HY AJKeHHCeH, OBIAO IIOXOJKe, YTO OH Ha Hee
CMOTPHUT.

BBepxy, Ha KAMEHUCTOM yTece 3a CIIMHOH,
TOABIE BETBU CTYKaAUCE APYT 0 Apyra. CAOBHO
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Opsirlaan KOCTHU... Kazanoch, U AUCT OyMaru B APOJKAIllUX PyKax
AJKeHHCeH To’Ke I'pOMbIXaeT Ha BeTpy. Cepalle ee, U Tak ydallleHHO
OuBlIeecs, 3aKOAOTUAOCE ellle CUAbHEH.

A KeHHCeH IoxXBaArAa cels 3a CMEAOCTh U IIOIBITaAaCh YCIIOKO-
utbca. [lonpocTy oHa IO3BOAMAA CBOEMY BOOODPA)KEHUIO 3aUTH
CAUIIIKOM Aareko... Ho Beab paHblile el HUKOIAA He IPUXOAUAOCH
BUAETH MePTBella, Y4eA0BeKa, KOTOPBIM CTOAL HEIIPaBAOIIOAOOHO He-
IOABUJKEH. HenoBeKa, KOTOPBIM He ABIIIUT. DTO IPOCTO Y’KACHO!
A KeHHCEH CYAOPOKHO CTAOTHYAQ, IBITAsICh CAEP>KATh COOCTBEHHOE
OypHOe ABIXaHUe.

Eti He HPAaBUACS 3TOT MEPTBHBIY B3TASIA, IOOTOMY OHA BCTaAQ, IPHU-
IIOAHSIAQG IIOAOA AAMHHBIX F00OK U 0001IAA BOKPYT TeAd. [ToToM Tira-
TEABHO CAOKUAAQ AUCTOK OyMaru 1o y>ke UMeIoIUMcs crudaM U Io-
AO>KHMAA ceOe B KapMaH. Eif enfe puaeTcsa T0OECIIOKOUTHCS 00 3TOM.
A KeHHCeH 3HaAa, Kak MaTh OTpearupyeT Ha 9TH ABa CAOBa Ha AUCTE.

HamMmepeBasich 3aBepIIUTh MOUCKU, OHa BHOBBL IIPUCEAA OKOAO
MepTBella Ha KOPTOUKHU. Tenepb, KOTAA €ro AUIO OBIAO IIOBEPHYTO B
APYTYIO CTOPOHY, Ka3aA0Ch, OYATO OH OTASIABIBAETCSI Ha3zap, Ha Tpo-
Iy, C KOTOpOM copBaAcd. M yAUBASETCS TOMY, UTO OKa3aACsd Ha AHe
CKAAWCTOM ITPOIACTH CO CAOMaHHOM IIeel.

Ha naate mepTBelia He OBIAO KAPMaHOB. 3aTO K €T'0 peMHIO OBIAU
IIPUTOPOYEHHI ABa IIOACYMKa. B OAHOM HaXOAMAOCH PACTUTEALHOE
MacCAO, TOUUABHBIM KaMeHb U peMeHb A IpaBKU OpUTB. Apyrou
IIOACYMOK OBIA HAIIOAHEH BIA€HBIM MsCOM. M Huuero, 4To MOTAO ObI
IIOACKA3aTh UM IIOIuOIIIero.

3Hal OH MeCTHOCTH TaK ke XOpOIllo, Kak AKeHHCeH, OH OBl BOC-
IIOAB30BAACS AAUHHBIM ITyTeM BAOAB IIOAHOJKMS yTeca, a He TPOIIoH,
NIPOXOALIIeH 10 BepIIUHe, TAE IIITHA YePHOT'O AbAA AEAAAU AOPOTY B
9TO BpeMs ropa IpepaTeAbCKU OITaCHOM. Aayke eCAU OBl OH ITOJKeAaA
CIIYCTUTBLCSI C TPOILI B IPOIACTh, OBIAO OB YMHEe IPOUTH IO AeCY,
HeCMOTpS Ha I'yCTYIO 4alllo0y 1 OypeAoM.

Ho 4TO CAYYHAOCH, TO CAYYUAOCH!.. BOT OB HAUTH Belllb, KOTOPAast
MoOTAa OBl ITOACKA3aTh ero uMs. Toraa, MoXeT OBITh, YAACTCS OTHIC-
KaTb ero POACTBEHHMKOB MAU 3HAKOMBIX. A OHU OBI 3aXOTEAU y3-
HAaThb, Kak OH IIOruo...

APKeHHCEH M30 BCEX CUA CTaparach AepP>KaThCsl 3@ 3Ty HUKUYEeM-
HYIO HA€IO0, IOTOMY YTO 3TO IIPUAABAAO €l UYyBCTBO 6€30IaCHOCTH.
Ho mpoTuB cBOel BOAU OISITH CTaAd Pa3MBIIIASTH, UTO K€ AeAain
3)Aech IorudbmIni. PazyMeercs, TIIATEABHO CAOSKEHHBIN AUCT OyMaru
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TOBOPUA 000 BCEM CAMIIKOM O04eBUAHO. OAHAKO HEe UCKAIOUYEHO, UTO
€CTb U ApyTasi IpuyuHal

Ecau 651 ApKeHHCEH MOTAa OOHAPYKUTD 3Ty NPUYNUHY!..

Hapo nipoBepuTh KapMaHBL. A AASI 3TOTO TIPUAETCS HEMHOTO OTO-
ABUHYTB €TI0 PYKY.

— MuaocTUBBIE AYXH, IPOCTUTE MeHs, — IpOoIlelTara OHA U
B35IAACh 3@ MEPTBYIO IIAOTh.

Heruymasica pyka MepTBella CABUHYAACH C GOABIITUM TPYAOM.
ASKeHHCeH ¢ oTBpaleHueM mnomopiruaack. OH OBIA XOAOAHBIM,
KaK 3eMASI, HA KOTOPOM AeXKaA, KaK PepAKUe AOKAEBBIE KAllAM, Ma-
A@BIIIME CO CBUHITOBOT'O Heba. B 3To BpeMs ropa mmepep TakKuM pes-
KHUM 3allaAHBIM BETPOM IIOUTHU BCerapa Iea cHer. CMeHsLIne APYT
APyra U3MOPOCH U TyMaH HaBepHSKAa CAEAAAU 3aAeA€HEeAYIO TPO-
Iy emle 60Aee CKOAB3KOU. AOKa3aTeAbCTBOM TOMY OBIA MEPTBBINU
YEeAOBEK.

AJKeHHCeH MMOHUMaAa, YTO €CAU OCTAaHEeTCS 3AeCh AOABITIE, TO Ha-
BEpHSIKA MONAAET TOA MPUOAMIKAIOIINNCSA 3UMHUM AOKABL. OHA XO-
POIIIO 3HAAQ, UTO AIOAU B TAKYIO HEIIOTOAY PUCKYIOT CBOEH JKHU3HBIO.
ITo cyacTeiO, AOM ee HaXOAUACS He CAMIIKOM AaAeKo. M ecam oHa
3aAePIKUTCS, 06eCIIOKOeHHast MaTh CKOPEe BCETro MMPUAET 3a AOUKOH.
OpHaKo AJKeHHCEH HE XOTEeAOCH, YTOOBI MATh TOJKE ITPOMOKAA TTOA,
AOSKAEM.

OHa XAeT pbIOy, KOTOPYIO AJKEeHHCEH CHSIAA C yAOUeK, 3abpo-
IIIeHHBIX B IPOPyOU Ha o3epe. CeropHs yAoB OblA OoabinM. Ceifuac
peIOa AesKara C APYTOM CTOPOHEBI OT MEPTBEIA. ..

Ero He OBLIAO 3Aech paHblile, UHaue Obl AJKeHHCeH HaBepHSIKa
OOHApY’>KHUAA TEAO IIO AOpOre K o3epy. I'AyOOKO B3A0XHYB, YTOOBI
YKPEeNIUTh CBOIO PEIINMOCTh, OHa 3aCTaBHUAA ce0s1 BHOBL B3SIThCA 3@
IMOUCKU. AJKEHHCEH TTPEACTaBMUAQ, KaK B AAAEKOM Kparo HEeM3BecCT-
Hasl KeHII[MHA XKAET 3TOr0 KPaCUBOTO BEAWKaHa, 0eCIOKOsSICh — B
0e30IIaCHOCTHU AU OH, TEIIAO AH €MY, CYXO AH...

JKenmirHaa He 3ps 6€CIIOKOUTCS.

APKeHHCEeH He XOTEeAOCh Obl, UTOOBI KTO-HUOYAb CKa3aa MaTepy,
4TO ee AOYb yIlaAa C yTeca U pa3buaack... HeT, MaTh nolimeT, ecan
AOYb 3aAEPIKUTCS HEMHOYKKO, YTOOBI BBISICHUTD, KTO 3TOT ITOTUOIITUHN.
A KeHHCeH CHOBa 3apyMaaachk. A@, MaTh CMOJKET IIOHITh, HO BPSIA AU
3ax0y4eT, YTOOBI AJKEeHHCEH HaXOAUAACH PSIAOM C OAHUM U3 3THUX COA-
aat. I'lpaBaa, OH MepTB U He MOT cefdyac HUKOMY IPUINHUTE 3Aa —
HU e}, HU MaTepHu...
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Ere 6oAbIlie MaTh 00eCTIOKOUTCS, KOTAa AJKeHHCEeH TOKaXkeT eH,
YTO HaIlMCAHO Ha AUCTKe OyMaru.

AJKeHHCeH 3HaAa, YTO UMEeHHO HaAe)XKAa HauTu OObsICHEeHHe U
IIOABUTHYAQ ee Ha Moucku. OHa OTYassHHO XOTeAd, YTOOBI HAIIAOCH
KakKoe-HUOYAb oObsicHeHUe. U HacyliHasgd HeOOXOAUMOCTb B 3TOM
YAEPIKUBAAQ €e PSIAOM C MEPTBEIM TEAOM, XOTsI OOABIIIE BCETO el XO-
TeAOCh cetuac yoe>xkaTb AOMOM.

EcAu OHa He OTHIIIIET HUYEro, 00bsICHIIONIETO IPUCYTCTBUE COA-
AaTa 3AeCh, TO AyUIlle BCEro OYAET CIPSTaTh TEAO U HAAESITHLCS, YTO
HUKTO HUKOTAA ero He HauAeT. AaKe IIyCTh PA3Pa3UTCI AOKAb, el
CAEAYET CIPSTATh €ro Kak MOXXKHO ObIcTpee. Toraa HUKTO HUKOTAA
He y3HaeT CyAbOy COAAATa.

Omna 3acTaBuAa cebs 3aCYHYTh PYKY B KapMaH ero 6pioK A0 ca-
Moro pAHa. beapo mMepTBeria 6bIA0, Kak AepeBo. [Taabibl AJKeHHCEH
TOPOIIAMBO 3aXBATHAU TOPCTh MEAKHUX IIpepaMeToB. CyAOpPOIKHO
B3AOXHYB OT CTPaxa, OHa BBITAIIIMAQ CJKATBIM KyAaK, HU3KO CKAOHU-
AQCh B CTYIIAIOMINXCS CyMepKax U PaCKphIAd AQAOHB, YTOOBI IOCMOT-
peTb. CBepXy OBIA KpeMeHb, KOCTSIHBIe ITyTOBUIILI, MAAEHBKUYN MO-
TOK BEPEBKU U CAOKEHHBIU HOCOBOM NMAATOK. ASKEHHCEH ITaAbIleM
CABUHYAA BEpPEBKY U KpeMeHb. [Top HUMU OKa3anach T'OPCThH MO-
HeT — CepeOPSHBIX U 30A0THIX. AJKeHHCEeH TUXO IIPUCBUCTHYAQ. OHa
HUKOTAQ HE AYMaAg@, YTO COAAQTHI MOTYT OBITH HACTOABKO OOTaTHl, HO
Y 3TOTO 4YeAOBeKa OBIAO IITh 30A0THIX MAPOK U MHOI'O CepeOpsIHBIX.
[To ATOOBIM cTaHAAPTAM 3TO OBIA HACTOSAIIMU KanuTtan. M cepebpsi-
HBle TIeHHU (He MeAb, a HacTosIee cepebpo!) Kazaaruch He3HAUU-
TEABHBIMU PSIAOM C 30AOTHIMU MOHETaMHU, XOTsI, BUAUMO, U OHU OAHU
COCTaBASIAU CyMMY OOABIIIYIO, UeM Ta, UTO AJKeHHCEH IIoTpaTHAA 3a
BCe CBOU ABAALIATH AET JKU3HMU.

E¥t IpUIIAO B TOAOBY, UTO OHA BIIEPBEIE B JKU3HU AEPKUT B PY-
KaX 30A0ThIe — U AdKe cepeOpsiHble — MapKMu.

A ellle MEABKHYAA MBICAB, UTO €€ AeHCTBUS OYeHb CMaxHUBaloT Ha
MapoAEPCTBO.

U He 6BIAO B KapMaHaX HUKAKOTO IIYCTSUKa, TaK AW NHaUe CBSI-
3@HHOTO C HEM3BECTHOM >KeHIIMHOMN. V1 HUYero He MOSICHSAAO, KEM
OBIA TIOTUOIIINM COAAQT.

AJKeHHCeH CHOBa ITOMOPIITHUAACH, KOTAQ €U IPUIIIAOCE UCTIOAHUTD
O4YepeAHYIO HEeIIPUSATHYIO 0013aHHOCTD — IIOAOKUTD Belll 06paTHO
B KapMaH. HeCcKOABKO cepeOpsSHBIX MOHET BEICKOAB3HYAO Y Hee u3
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pyxu. OHa IOAHSAA UX C BA@KHOMN, MEP3AOY 3€MAU 1 3aCTaBUAA Ce0s
BepHYTb Ha MeCTO.

TTpoAuTh CBET Ha AMYHOCTD MMOTUOIIIEro MOT ero 3allAeYHEIN Me-
mok. Ho AsKeHHCeH He OBbIAA YBEPEHQ, UTO XOYeT 3aTAIHYTh TYAQ,
TeM GoAee UTO TaM MOTYT OKa3aThCsl OAHUM AUIIL IpUIackl. Bece ca-
MoOe IIeHHOe OH CKOpee BCEero HOCHA B KapMaHax.

Kaxk Ancrok Oymard...

OHa pelInAa, 94TO OCTAAOCh OCMOTPETH OpY’>KHUe U aMYyHUIIUIO.
Ha coapaTe ObIAM IPOYHBIE KOKAHBIE AOCIIEXY, IPUKPHITHIE TEMHBLIM
IAQIIOM U MyHAUPOM. Ha Geape BuUCea 3A0Bellle OCTPBIM Med B II0-
TPenaHHbIX HOKHAX U3 4epHoM KoXxu. [Tocepeprine Meu OBIA CAO-
MaH — HECOMHEHHO, B Pe3yAbTaTe MaA€HUS C TPOIIHL.

Barasip AJKeHHCEH OCTaHOBUACS Ha HOJXKe, NIPHUKPEIAeHHOM K
pPeMHIO. YBHUAEB HOXK, OHa IIOXOAOAEAQ, HO TYT JKe BCIIOMHHAQ, UYTO
BA@AEAel] ero MepTB. PyKosaTh HOJKE, TI0OAeCKUBAIOIas B IIOAYyMpa-
Ke, IPUBAEKAQ ee BHUMaHNe IIpeskAe Bcero. AJKeHHCeH OblAa yBepe-
HQ, 9YTO HU OAUH OOBIYHBIM COAAAT HE AOAJKEH UMETH CTOAB AOPOT'OTO
HOXKa. OTO SIBHO OAMH U3 CaMBIX AOPOTUX HOXKel, KOTOphle OHa BU-
AeAa B CBOeM >KMU3HHU.

Ha cepebpsHOM pyKoaTu ObIAG 3aTE€MANBO BEITPABUPOBaHAa OyK-
Ba «P».

Kak >ke Bce-TaKu KpacuBa 3Ta Belllb!

C 10HOro BO3pacTa MaTh y4uAd AOYb OOpAllleHUIo C HOKOM. Kak
OBIAO OBI XOPOIIIO, OKA’KUCh ¥ MaTepu TakKou HOXK!..

AJKeHHCceH.

Ona BCKOYHAA.

He cettuac! AobGpeie pAyxu, He cetiuac! He 3peck...

AJKeHHCceH.

APKeHHCeH IpuHapAe’kand K 9UCAY AIOAEH, KOTOphble MaAO 4TO
He ATOOAT B JKU3HHU, HO 3TOT TOAOC OHA He ATOOUAA.

W ona IpoUrHOPUPOBaAA €ro, KaK U BCETAQ, 3aCTaBUB CBOU IIaAb-
LBl OLIYIBIBATH TeAO. [IpoBepuaa KokaHble peMHU. HeT Au B HUX
IIOTAaWHBIX MeCT?.. YBH], HeT. VI MyHAUD IIPOCTOTO OKpPOs, 6e3 Kap-
MaHOB...

AXKeHHCceH.

Omna cTucHyAa 3yOHI.

— OcTaBb MeHs1, — IPOU3HECAa OHA BCAYX, HO THXO.

AJKeHHCceH.



Ha 3TOT pa3 roaoc Ipo3By4an IO-ApyromMy. ByaTo ObIA He B TOAO-
Be, KaK 3TO Ka3aAroCh OOLIYHO.

— OcTaBb MeHS B [I0OKOe, — IIPOCTOHAAA OHa.

CgaBalica, — nNpo3By4Yan 6e€3>KU3HEeHHBIY HEBHATHBIY I'OAOC.

AJKeHHCEeH IIOAHSIAA TOAOBY U YBUAEAQ, UTO TAa3a MepTBella IIpu-
CTAaABHO CMOTPSAT Ha Hee.

[TepBHIi OPLIB 3@BHEIBAIOIIETO BETPE, IPEABECTHHKA XOAOAHOTO
AOKAS, OOPYIIUACS Ha Hee. CAOBHO AeASTHBIE TTAABITBI AYXOB HauaAl
AQCKaTh AHUIIO...

Cepalie AJkeHHCeH OellleHO 3acTy4aro. OHa 3aAbINIaAa Ipephl-
BHCTO U cO CBUCTOM. CAOBHO HIEAK I[ENASIACS 3& CYXYIO KOXKY...
B3rAgA IIMPOKO PACKPBITHIX TAa3 OBIA YCTPEMAEH Ha AUIIO MEPTBO-
r'O COAAQTa. A TIOTOM OHAa OTCKOYMAQ, TOCKAAB3BIBAsICh HA MEAKUX
KaMHSIX.

C ee CTOPOHEI TaK BeCTU cebs OBIAO TAYIIO, X OHA 3TO 3HaAa. Ue-
AoBek MepTB. OH He cMOTPUT Ha Hee. OH MMPOCTO HE MOKET CMOT-
peTh Ha Hee. Ero Hemuraromuii B3rasga MepTB. OH celfuac, KakK CBSI3-
Ka CHYAOM pHIOBI. PEIOMHEBI HU Ha YTO He CMOTPAT. 11 OH He CMOTPHT.
OTO el TOABKO Ka>kKeTCsl.

Ho pake ecam ero raasa MepTBBI, OHa OyAeT CAEAUTH 3@ HUM,
4TOOBI yOEAUTHCS, UTO OH Ha Hee He CMOTPUT...

AXeHHCceH.

Hapa BBICOKMM I'PaHUTHBIM YTECOM pacKadWBaAUCh Ha BETPY CO-
cHBl. OcTaBlInecs 0e3 AMCTBEL KA€H U AyO pa3zMaxUBaAld CBOUMU CKe-
AeTOOOPa3HBIMU BETBSIMHU, HO AJKeHHCEH HUUETO BOKPYT He BUAEAQ.
Omna He CBOAMAA TAa3 ¢ MepTBena. M mpucaynBarach, He pa3pacTcs
AM TOAOC.

OpHaKO I'yOBI MepTBella OBIAM HEeIIOABUIKHEL. AJKeHHCEH 3HaAQ,
YTO TaK U AOAJKHO OBLITh. [0AOC pa3paBancs B ee TOAOBE.

AHIIO0 TOTHOIIEro MO-IpeXHeMy OBIAO IOBEPHYTO B CTOPOHY
TPOIIBI, OTKYAQ OH yIIaA, XOTS celuac AJKeHHCEH Ka3aAoCh, UYTO OHU
oOpallleHbl B ee CTOPOHY. M OHa KpenKo c’KaAd PYKOSTb CBOETO
HOXa.

AJKeHHCceH.

— OcTaBb MeHs. S He cpaMcs.

OHa HUKOTAA He IIOHMMAaAQ, II04eMy I'OAOC KeAaeT, UTOOBl OHa
cpanrachk. OH OBIA C HEIO BCIO ee JKU3Hb, HO HUKOTA@ HUYEero He 00bsic-
HAA. V1 B 3TOM ABOMCTBEHHOCTU OHA HAaXOAUAA YCIIOKOEHUE.

Kaxk OyATO OoTBeuas Ha ee MBICAH, TOAOC PA3AaACS BHOBB!

10



Omkaxucb om cBoell naomu, AKeHHCEH.

AJKeHHCEH He MOTAA B3AOXHYTh.

Omkaxxuck om cBoell BOAU.

OHa B y>Kace crAoTHyAa. OH HUKOTIAQ He TOBOPHA TaK paHbIlle —
4yTOOBI OHa MOTAQ IIOHSTEL BCE CAOBA.

OHa epBa pasamyana 3TOT TOAOC, KOTA@ 3ackinanra. OH 3Baa ee
u3paAd, 6e3>km3HeHHbIM IernoToM. OH IMIPOU3HOCUA pa3HbIe dpa-
3Bl — OHAa 3HaAa 3TO, HO HUKOTAA HEe MOT'AA Pa3AUYUTh HUYETO, KPo-
Me COOCTBEHHOI'0 UMEHU AA ITyTralolero KOPOTKOTO IIPU3bIBa CAQTh-
cst. OTO CAOBO BCETAA 3BYYaAO OOAee OTYETAUBO, UeM OCTAABHEIE.
OHa BCeraa CABIIIaAa eT0 ¥ He MOTAA PACCABIIIATEL ADYTUX CAOB.

MaTb TOBOpPHAQ, UYTO 3TO TOAOC MY’KUYMHBI, KOTOPBIM MOYTH Ha
NIPOTSKEHUM BCeU JKU3HU XOTeA yOUTh AsKeHHCeH. MaTh TOBOPHUAQ,
YTO OH XOTEeA 3aMYUUTE ee.

«A>KeH, — OOBIYHO rOBOpPUAA MaThb. — Bce B mopsaxke. 51 3peck, C
TOOOM. OH He IPUYUHUT TebGe HUKAKOTO BpeAar.

AJKeHHCEH He XOTeAOCh IIePEKAAABIBAThH 3TOT I'Py3 Ha MaTh, U
YacTo OHA He pacCKa3bIBaAd TOM, YTO CHOBA CABIIIIAAA TOAOC.

Ho pake ecan OH He MOT IPUYWHUTHL €M 3AQ, 9TO MOT CAEAATh
obAapaTeAb TOAOCA, €CAU HaMpeT ee. M Kak HMKOTrAa AJKeHHCEeH 3a-
XOTEAOCh OUYTHUTHCS B 3QIUIIAIOIIUX OOBATUAX MaTEePHU.

Korpa-HuOyaAb OH IIpUAET 3a Heto. OHM 00e 3HaAH, UTO TaK CAY-
uuTcs. IToKa >Xe OH IOCHIAAA K HeM Tonaoc. Bo BCSIKOM cayuae, Tak
CYMTaAd MATh.

[ToCKOABKY TaKoe OO'bSICHEHUE ITyTaA0, AOYb ITPEAIIOUNTAAA AY-
MaThb, YTO OHa — cyMacliieplnas. Bepb ecau AJKeHHCeH He B cele,
3HAYUT, TOAOCA He CYIIEeCTBYeT.

— YTO CAyYHAOCH?

A KeHHCEeH 3aA0XHyAACh OT KpUKa ¥ pa3BePHYAACh, BLIXBATHIBAs
HOX. [ToAynprceaAa ¥ IIMPOKO PacCTaBUAA HOTH, TOTOBas OPOCUTHCS
Ha HEBEAOMOTO TIPOTUBHUKA.

Beab ceituac 3TO OBIA He 6E€CTIAOTHBIN TOAOC. Kakoi-TO YeAOBEK
IIIeA OBpAroM II0 HalpaBAEHHIO K Hel. BeTep 3aBBIBaA BOKDYT, Ad
ellle ee IIyraA MepPTBBIM COAAQT, IO3TOMY OHA M He YCABIIIaAQ, Kak
YeNOBEK TPUOAMBUACS.

OH BBHITASIAEA OUeHBb KPEIIKUM U HAXOAUACS YKe COBCEM PSAOM,
TaK YTO OHA IIOHSIAA — YAPaTh He YAACTCS, OH C A€TKOCTBIO ee AO-
TOHMUT.
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[maBa 2

BUAEB €e PeaKIHIo, Y4eAOBeK OCTa-
HOBUACSL:
— 4] He XOTeA Bac HallyraTh.

T'onoc ero okazancsi AOCTATOYHO ITPUST-
HBIM.

— U TeM He MeHee BBl MeH$ Hallyraau!

XOTs KaIIoUIOH IAAallla He3HaKoMIla OBIA
OIyleH 1 AJKeHHCEeH He MOTAA OTIETAVBO BU-
AETh ero AUIO0, I0X0Ke, OH, KaK OOABIIUHCTBO
APYTHUX AIOAEH, 3aMHTEPECOBAACS €€ PhIKUMU
BOAOCAMM.

— Aa, g 3aMeTHA... [Ipory npoijeHus!

OHa He U3MeHMAQ 3alIUTHOM O3Bl B 3HAK
TOT'0, YTO IPUHKUMAET ero U3BUHEHUSs; Ha000-
poT, 6pocuaa GBICTPHIN B3TASIA IO CTOPOHAM,
poBepsisi HET AU C HEe3HaKOMIIEM TOTO, KTO
He3aMeTHO ITIOAKPAABIBAETCSI Cefuac C3aAMn. ..

Byay4n 3acCTHUTrHYTOM BpacHAOX IIOA0D-
HBEIM 006pa3oM, OHa YyBCTBOBaAa cebs HeBe-
POSAITHO TAyIO. B raybuHe aAymu AjKeHHCEH
3HaAQ, YTO HUKOIAA He OyAeT HaXOAUTHCS B
NIOAHOM Oe3omacHOCTH. M peno coBceM He B
TaliHOM roaoce. Manaetiiiass HEOCTOPOKHOCTD
ciocoOHa B AIOOOM MOMEHT CTOUTBL €M JKU3-
HU. OT MBICAHM, KaK A€TKO 3TO MOJKEeT IIpO-
W30UTH, AeBYIIKA IOYyBCTBOBaAa cebs Opo-
1IeHHOU Ha IPOU3BOA CyALOBI. EcAmM 3TOT ye-
AOBEK CMOT IIOAOUTHU M 3aCTaTh €e BPACIAOX
cpepu 6enaa AHSI, TO MeuTa O TOM, UTO KOTA&-
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HHUOYAB ee JKU3Hb OyAeT IPUHAAAEKATh TOABKO €l CaMOM, POCTO
Oe3Hape XHa.

TeMHass MOBEPXHOCTEL B3ALIMAIOIIEMCSI BBEPX CKaAbl OAecTeAd
oA pokAeM. OBeBaeMBIM BeTpaMU OBpar MyCThIHEH — TOABKO Ae-
BYIIIKa U ABOe My>KuuH. OAUH MepTB, ApyroH xuB. Emne Oyayun Ma-
AEHBKUM pebeHKOM, AJKeHHCEeH He UMeAd IIPUBBIUYKU IIPEACTaBASITh
cebe 3nr0BelUe AUIIQ, CKPBLIBAIOIIUECS B CEHUM Aeca. BoT u ceifuac
IIPOMESKYTKU CPEAU AePEBbEeB OBIAU ITYCTHL. ..

My>KuHa OCTaHOBUACS B AIOJKHMHe 11aroB oT Hee. CyAd 110 1TO3e,
NIPUYUHON TOMY OBIA BOBCE He CTpax IIepep HOKOM B PYKe AEBYIIKU.
ITpocTo oH omacaacs BbI3BaTh y Hee ellle 00ApMY ucnyr. OH He-
OTPBIBHO CMOTPEA Ha Hee, Ka3aA0Ch, 3aAyMABIIHUCE O Y4eM-TO CBOEM.
Ho cKopo OTBAEKCSI OT U3yUEHUS ee AU, HEeIIOHSATHO II0YeMy BhI3-
BaBIIIETO CTOAB IPUCTAALHEBIN HHTEPEC.

— 41 Mory mpeacTaBUTEL cebe, TOUeMY JKeHII[UHA IIyraeTcsl BHe-
3aIHO TTOAOTIIIEAIIIero He3HakoMIla. Sl XoTeA MPOUTH MUMO, YTOOHI He
TPEBOJKUTH BaC, HO YBUAEA Ae€JKalllero Ha 3eMAe napH4. M mopyman...
MoskeT OBITh, BaM Hy’KHa MOSI IIOMOIIIb, ¥ IIOMYAACS CIOAQ.

TeMHO-3eAeHBIN IIAAL] OOAeTaA Ha BETPY €r0 MYCKYAUCTYIO DU-
rypy. [ToToM BeTep 3appan MOABI ITAAINE, M AJKEHHCEH pasrAsipeAd
II0A HEMU XOPOIIO CKPOEHHYIO IIPOCTYIO OAEIKAY. AUIIO IIOA Kallio-
IIIOHOM OBLIAO €ABa Pa3AMYKMO, HO He3HaKOMeIl SIBHO U CTapaTeAb-
HO yAbIOaacsa. BipoueMm, yAbBIOKa ero Oblaa AQHBIO BEKAMBOCTH, HE
OoAbIIIe.

— OH MepTB... — APYI'UX CAOB Y AJKeHHCEH He HAIIAOCH.

Omna He IPUBBIKAA Pa3roBapuBaTh C He3HaKoMIlaMu. OHa He IIpH-
BBIKAA F'OBOPUTH C KEM OBl TO HU OBIAO, KDOME CBOEM MaTepH, II03TO-
My He OblA@ yBepeHa B TOM, UTO UMEHHO I'OBOPSAT B AQHHBIX 00CTOSI-
TEABCTBaX.

— MHe oueHb XaAb... — HesHakoMel caerka BBITSIHYA II€IO,
HBITAsACh PA3TAIAETh UeAOBEKa, AeJKalllero Ha 3eMAe, HO OAMJKe He
IIOAOIIIEA.

AJKeHHCEeH IIoAyMaAa O HeMaAOM TaKTUYHOCTU YeAOBeKa, KOTO-
PBIM cTapaeTcss He NMPUOAMIKATLCS K AeBYIIKE, BUAS, YTO Ta SBHO
HepBHUYAeET. 1 ell cTaA0O HEIPUSTHO, YTO OHA BIAAAA CBOM UYBCTBA.
PaHgbI1e el Ka3aa0Ch, UYTO HUKTO He CMOJKeT IIPOYECThb €€ MBICAM II0
BBLIPa’KeHUIO AUTIA.

Hes3nakomMmerl] miepeBeA TPUCTAABHBIN B3TASIA C MepTBella Ha HOK
A KeHHCeH, a IOTOM Ha ee AUIO:
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— lNoaararo, y Bac OblAa Ha 3TO IPpUYHHA.

Ha cekyHAY 03apaueHHas, OHa, B KOHIe KOHIIOB, YAOBUAA CMBICA
CKa3aHHOTO ¥ BEIKPUKHYAAQ:

— Sl He ybuBana ero!

My>KurHa O>KaA IAeYaMU:

— INpomry npomenus! OTciopa MHe TPYAHO CYAUTB, 9YTO CAYYH-
AOCB.

A KeHHCeH 0OHApy’KUAQ, YTO BCe ellle AeP’KUT HOJK HallpaBAeH-
HBIM B CTOPOHY HE3HAKOMIIa, IOUYBCTBOBaAa ce0sl HEAOBKO U OITyC-
THAQ PYKY C OPY>KHEM.

— 41 He x0uy, 4TOOHI BHL... IOAYMAAM, UTO S CyMaclieAlras. B
IIPOCTO HaITyTaAW MEHS A0 CMEPTH.

Ero yabIOKa cTara UCKPEHHEMN.

— lNonumaro. [ He B 06upe... Hy 11 4TOo Xe 3peCh IPOU30ILIAO ?

AJKeHHCeH MaxHyAa CBOOOAHOM OT OpPY’>KUSI PYKOM B CTOPOHY
yreca:

— 41 AyMalo, OH yIlaa OTTyAd. Y Hero caoMasa Illesi. Bo BcakoM
CAydae, MHe Tak KaykeTcsl. Sl TOABKO YTO OOHapy’KuAa ero. 11 He BUXKY
HUKAKUX APYTUX CACAOB.

[Toka AsKeHHCEH BO3Bpalljard HOXK B HOJKHEL, IPUKPEIAeHHEBIE K
HOsCY, He3HaKOMel] pacCMaTPUBaA yTec.

— XOpollIo, UTO s IOMLIEA [T0 HU3Y, a He II0 BepxXHell Tpolle.

AJKeHHCEeH HaKAOHUAA TOAOBY, KaK OBI IIDUTAAIIas ero IOAOUTH
K MepTBelly.

— S TyT uckaaa... To, YTO IIOMOI'AO OBI IOHATH, KTO OH TaKoM.
IIOAYMaAQ, 9YTO, MOJKET OBITh, MHE CA€AYET... COOOILIUTHL KOMY-HUOYAD.
Ho s HMuero He HaIlAa.

My>KurHa HallpaBUACS K Hel, ero O0TUHKU CKPUIIEAN Ha KPYII-
HOM rarbkKe. OH OIIyCTHUACS Ha KOAEHU C APYTOM CTOPOHBEI MEPTBOI'O
TeAra. HaBepHoe, eMy Ka3aaoCh MPeAYCMOTPUTEABHBIM COXPAHUTH
Me>KAY COOOM U KeHIIUHON C HOKOM HEMHOT'O IIPOCTPaHCTBa, 4TO-
OBl OHA He HepBHUYAaAA TaK CUABHO.

— IToxoske, BBI IpaBEL. BUAHO, 9TO OH HAXOAUTCS 3A€Ch IT0 Kpaii-
Hel Mepe HECKOABKO 4acOB.

— 41 ceropHs y’>ke IpOXOAUAE MHUMO 3TOTO MecTa. BoT mou cae-
ABL. V1 BOKpyT OOABIIIe HET HUYBUX CA€AOB. — /AJKEeHHCEH MaxHyAd
PYKOH B CTOPOHY cBoero yaoBa. — Koraa s 1ira Ha 03epo, YTOOLI
IIPOBEPUTH YAOUKH, €T0 3AeCh He OBIAO.
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He3nakoMmel] BBEITIHYA 1I€0, YTOOBI Ay4llle PA3TASAETh 3aCThIB-
1IIee AMIIO:

— EcTb Kakasga-HuOYAb HAESI, KTO 3TO?

— Hert. He umero nousaTus. SICHO TOABKO, YTO OH — COAAQAT.

My>KYKrHa IOAHSA HA Hee IAasa:

— A 4TO 3a COAAQT, KakK BB AyMaeTe?

A KeHHCEeH HaXMYPHAACh!

— UYTo 3a conpat?.. O coapat A'Xapel. — OHa mpuceaAa Ha KOp-
TOUYKH, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETH HE3HAKOMITY B 'Ad3a. — A BOT OTKYAQ BHI,
€CAM He y3HaeTe A'XapuaHCKOTr'0 COAAATA?

Hes3nakomer IPOCYHYA PYKY IIOA KaIIOIIOH 1 IIOTep HIelO:

— Sl IpoCTO CTPaHHUK, IPOXOAAIIUN MUMO.

ITo ronrocy OBIAO SICHO, YTO OH yCTaA, A& ¥ BEITAIAEA OH HEBA)KHO.

Ero oTrBeT 03apauma AJKeHHCEH.

— I'Ae OBI g B >)KU3HU HU OBIAQ, S ellle He BCTpedara 4YeAOBeKa,
KOTOPHIM OBl He y3HaA A'XapuaHCKOro coapara!l Kak mx MOJKHO He
Y3HaTh?

— Sl Buepsslie B A' Xape.

— OTo HeBO3MOXKHO. A'Xapa 3aHUMaeT OOABIITYIO YaCTh MUPA.

Ha 3TOT pa3 oH yABIOHYACS, He B CUAAX CKPBITh, HACKOABKO €ro
paccMelIuAr CAOBa HE3HAKOMKH.

— Aa "Hey>xean?!

AJKeHHCEH ITOYyBCTBOBaAQ, KaK KPOBb IIPUAMAA K AUITY, U TIOHS-
AQ, YTO CHABHO IIOKpacHeAa OT CO3HAaHMUA COOCTBEHHOI'O HeBe-
>KeCTBa.

— A 4TO, Ha CaMOM AeAe 3TO He Tak?

OH nokaydaa TOAOBOM:

— He taxk. {l m3paneka, c rora. OTo 3a npeperamu A' Xaphl.

OHa B U3YMAEHUU CMOTpPeAa Ha HEero, U OT ee AOCaAbL U CAeAd He
OCTaAOCh, KOTAQ OHA IIOHSIAQ, UTO MOJKET 03HauaTb 3TO YAUBUTEAb-
HOe m3BecTHe. BO3MOJXHO, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, €e MeuTa He TaK YK
HeBeposITHA?..

— A 49TO BBEI AeAaeTe 30ech, B A'Xape?

— S1 BepAb CKazaa — CTPAHCTBYIO.

l'onroc He3HAKOMIIA 3By4aA COBCEM YTOMAEHHO.

APKEeHHCEH XOPOIIIO 3HaAQ, UYTO CTPAHCTBUSI MOTYT OBITH OY€Hb U
O4YeHb N3MAaTHIBAIOIIMU.

— 4 3Ha10, UTO 3TO A'XapHMaHCKUU COAAQT, — CKal3aA CTPaHHUK
Oonaee cepbe3HBIM TOHOM. — BBl He Tak moHgAu MeHd. Ha camom
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